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Gimli Motorsport Park

Keep an eye on
our website for

the 2007
race schedule!
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MRA Contacts:
President
Jason Morell
exec@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 735-3089

Director of Track Days
Dan Fyfe
trackdays@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 694-6715

Director of Public Relations and
Advertising
Mark Bourbonniere
promo@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 293-9393

Volunteer Contact and
Track Manager
Warren Hilton
exec@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 832-4002

Trackside Editor
Andy Jones
trackside@mrasuperbike.ca

Trackside! is published 6 times a year
as the official magazine of the
Manitoba Roadracing Association.

Please visit our new forum at
forum.mrasuperbike.ca for all the
latest news, track information,
classified ads or just chat with the
great people in the MRA.

The MRA sincerely thanks all of
our sponsors for supporting the
sport!

We are always on the lookout for willing
volunteers. We can always find room for
people willing to help in cornerworking
and many other jobs. Cornerworking pays
a small monetary gift as well as getting
you up close to the action. If you have a
desire to help the MRA grow and enjoy
the sport why not come out and get closer
to roadracing. Just approach a member
of the executive and let them know you’d
like to help and we’ll find a job for you!
Or contact us at exec@mrasuperbike.ca

(70km’s north of Wpg on Hwy 8 to Gimli, then west 1.5km’s on Hwy 231)

Saturday trackdays & practice is free for spectators.

Sunday races start at 10:30am.
Cost is only $5 at the gate. Children under 12 are free!

Come on out and enjoy the exciting action
up close and personal!
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Open track days are only $80 and are held on the Saturday of every race weekend. To reserve a track day spot for yourself you can do
the following:

l Contact Dan Fyfe at 694-6715 (trackdays@mrasuperbike.ca)
l Sign up on the MRA forum @ forum.mrasuperbike.ca
l Fill out the registration form on the back cover and mail it in.

A maximum of 25 applications will be accepted per race weekend. We will also be offering a
special two day package where you will be able to circulate between the Sunday races. Sunday
track days will require additional bike setup, such as lockwiring your drainbolt and changing your
radiator fluid to water. See the following links to help you prepare your bike for the track.

http://www.emra.ca/Tech%20Tips/Tech%20Tips.htm
http://members.tripod.com/luckystroke/trackprep.html

TRACK DAY RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. All participants in open track days must wear the approved and necessary equipment in order to participate.

2. Equipment includes an approved helmet with the minimum rating of Snell M95, riding gloves, boots at least 8 inches high, and a leather or Cordura
jacket/pants combo (with or without armour). Full leathers are recommended.

3. Mirrors must be removed.

4. All glass and plastic lenses must be taped over completely.

5. All motorcycles must have a handlebar mounted kill switch in working condition within easy reach from a normal riding position.

6. Tires must be in good condition. No tires that have been punctured and repaired are allowed.
Note: Oil filter, drain bolt, and rad cap lockwiring are strongly encouraged if you plan to participate frequently. In addition an added safety measure includes
changing coolant to distilled water. (just make sure you change back before winter hits!)

7. All riders will have a rider orientation. This will include a walk/drive around the track and orientation laps led by an experienced expert. The orientation
will include instruction on how to enter and exit the track, and flag familiarization.

8. THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NO PASSING IN THE TURNS. The rider will be given one warning and a second infraction will result in disqualification
with no refund of fees.

The MRA reserves the right to cancel open track days for any reason.

Winnipeg  -  Brandon  -  Steinbach
1-800-663-3565      www.freightliner.mb.ca

TRACKDAY INFORMATION
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Saturday Schedule
08:00 - Registration & Tech Insp.
09:00 - Rider’s Meeting
09:30 - Track Walk
10:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
10:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
10:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
11:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
11:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
11:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
12:00 - Lunch (1 hour)
13:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
13:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
13:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
14:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
14:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
14:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
15:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
15:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
15:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
16:00 - Track Clean Up

Sunday Schedule
08:00 - Registration & Tech Insp.
09:00 - Rider's Meeting
09:15 - Open Practice
09:40 - Trackday Session #1
10:05 - Open Practice
10:25 - Sportsman # 1
10:50 - Canadian Thunder # 1
11:10 - Lunch (50 mins.)
12:10 - 10 Min. Tire Scrub In
12:20 - Dash for Cash
12:45 - Sportsman #2
13:05 - 600 Super Sport
13:30 - Trackday Session #2
13:50 - Superbike
14:15 - Canadian Thunder #2
14:35 - Break
15:00 - Freightliner Formula Extreme
15:25 - Trackday Session #3
15:45 - Open
16:10 - Track Clean Up
16:30 - Trophy Presentation



Myron Groening #1
Kawasaki Ninja ZX636

A letter from Myron...

Things I would like people to know about the year...

-  11th #1 title, 10 in a row and now this one!
-  Racing for 16 years, never broke a bone or went to hospital from racing

The Love of riding is the main thing that keeps me coming out.
I have a family that supports me, and I like the fact that we have a group
of racers that can be trusted not to make a dangerous situation on purpose.
The club is stronger than it has ever been, thanks to hundreds of hours of
volunteer work. The racing has been getting better and better every year
and we now have several people that can win any one race.

A word of advice for the newer racers and ones planning on racing; budget
your resources so you can complete a full race season. Don't spend money
you don't have. If need be run an older bike, everyone falls down more often
when they start out. Watching a 5 year old bike cartwheel down the track
that is paid for is not nearly as painful as watching your $13000.00 loaned
new bike cost you $16000.00 because you have to repair the bike and there
are no used parts around yet! Not many people can afford 3 seasons of that
to learn how to race!!

Racing is 90 percent rider, not bike!... in the first few years anyway!
Why take your self out of a sport that you really enjoy? Winning is 2nd to
having a really great time riding your bike anyway, anything different you
will be disappointed!

Looking forward to next years racing!!

Special thanks to my Corporate Sponsors :

Jill Ruth and all the staff at Headingley Sport Shop
Parts Canada
Commercial Restoration Services
Intouch Networks
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2006 MRA CHAMPIONS
Expert Extreme Champion
Myron Groening #1

Novice Extreme Champion
Bob Arella #79

Expert 600 Champion
Myron Groening #1

Novice 600 Champion
Charlie Caldbick #28

Expert Canadian Thunder Champion
James Sheppard #65

Novice Canadian Thunder Champion
Jason Morell #43



The MRA would like to thank Wildwood Motorsports for making Round 5 happen.
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Written by James Sheppard
After a long break for the entire month of August, action got underway at
Gimli for the 5th and final round of the 2006 MRA season. The time off
allowed a few riders to do “extra” maintenance to their machines, or in some
cases, show up with a new set of wheels. It was good to see that Dynamite
Dan Fyfe was able to repair his R1, and perennial fast novice, Ryan Wiebe,
had a new Kawi 600 in the pits, looking particularly mean in its all-black
livery.

The competition got underway Sunday morning with the first of two Canadian
Thunder events. American racer Kyle Knutson was back with an SV650,
and riding extremely
well after spending
much of Saturday doing
repair work to the bike.
Kyle got the drop on the
entire field and came
home in front of fellow
e x p e r t  J a m e s
Sheppard. Amongst the
novices, Doug Martens
translated a great start
to a wire-to-wire win. By
lap 3, he was being
pestered by Jason
Morell, but Morell was unable to make a pass. Third place was captured by
Colin Dauphinais, with Billy Martens coming home in 4th.

Dash for Cash took the track after lunch. A total of 22 bikes made the start,
which saw a win for Sheldon Chamberlin. Chamberlin made the pass for
the lead over Myron Groening on lap 6, and held on to the finish. Third was
swapped between Fred Marriot and Mike Filipovic, but it was Mike on the
84 bike who prevailed. The novice class saw Charlie Caldbick lead from
start to finish, while second was hotly contested by Bob Arella and the ever-
faster Derek Baerg. At the checkers, Baerg prevailed, with Arella followed
by Ryan Wiebe and Colin Duncan.

The 12-lap 600 race was next. Myron Groening stole the show, as has been
his habit this year. At the end of lap 1, however, Dave Fraser was holding
down the lead, followed by Groening and Larry Lage. Groening soon took
over, but was unable to gap Chamberlin and the rest of the field as he had
in the past. Myron did prevail for a “perfect” 600 season. Lage came home
in third, and Fraser in 4th. Baerg won the novice class, after getting by early
leader Wiebe on lap 8. Following home the #93 was Caldbick in 3rd, with

Bruce Anning in 4th.

The Superbike class is also a 12-lap event, and saw an early battle between
Fred Marriot and Groening at the front. In the end, Marriot DNF, and
Chamberlin took up the fight, taking the point on lap 6, but losing it on the
following lap. At the flag, it was Groening from Chamberlin, with Filipovic
garnering another podium finish, followed by Dan Fyfe. Novice racer Wiebe
quickly came to grips with his new Kawasaki, leading the entire event. There
was some drama between Baerg and Arella throughout, although Baerg
took the runner-up spot for good on lap 8. Behind Arella came Francisco
Alvarado in 4th.

The second Canadian Thunder race was almost a carbon copy of the first,
except that Doug Martens was able to hold off the speedy Knutson for one
lap. By the second lap, however, “KK” had gotten past, as did James Sheppard
on lap 3. Knutson was not to be headed, however, and cruised home to
another overall win. Martens prevailed once again, with Morell in second
and Dauphinais in third.

It was another exciting Freightliner Formula Extreme race, which saw quite
a battle between Mike Filipovic and
Myron Groening. I n  t h e  e n d ,
Groening only got by on one lap, the
6th, but Filipovic led all the other
laps, including the last one for a
well-deserved and overdue win .
Larry Lage got by Fyfe late in the
event, scoring a 3rd, with Craig
Stieben nursing his “hurtin’ R6
home for a 5th place. Bob Arella
returned to his dominant ways in
the novice class. Although in 3rd
after 6 laps, he moved up to
second and then motored past
Wiebe on lap 9. F o l l o w i n g  i n
Wiebe was Charlie Caldbick and
Col in  Duncan. Mike Beno was
5th.

In the final Open race of the day, Myron Groening once again prevailed.
Sheldon Chamberlin did not make the start, so positions at the front were
available for the taking. In the end, Filipovic held steady in second, and was
never headed by Fyfe or Lage throughout. Ryan Wiebe showed he’ll be a

force to be reckoned with in the future. On his new(er)
machine, he led the entire event, even getting past
expert racer Lage on lap 9. Arella maintained a steady
second, but dropped behind a bit when Wiebe put some
lapped riders in between. Charlie Caldbick came home
3rd, followed by Baerg and Duncan.

So that brings to a close the 2006 season. All the rounds
saw some great racing, and aside from the expert 600
class, there was very little predictability; we saw
excitement in some form or another every round. Big
kudos to the executive, who organized the season,
promoted the club, and fed everyone on Saturday night
with the pig roast. And of course the corner workers
who did an awesome job this season. Without them,
there would be no racing. It sure is a great feeling to
see them wave at and clap for all the racers at the end
of each race. In reality, it is us who should be clapping
for you. Here’s hoping everyone has a great winter, and
doesn’t miss racing and riding too much. May 2007 will
come soon enough!
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Photos by Rob Bye
basic-wedge@shaw.ca

Mobile Motorcycle Dyno Service
Dealer Open Houses l Motorcycle Shows

Special Events l Private Testing
Contact for location, pricing or to book an appointment

(204) 223-2267   rtd@shaw.ca
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EXTREME CHAMPIONSHIP - ROUND 5
EXPERT

Freightliner Extreme
Name Dash 4 Cash    Superbike Formula Extreme Open Championship

Pos # Pos Pts Tot Pos Pts Tot Pos Pts Tot     Pos       Pts Tot

1 Myron Groening       31 2 42 217 1* 54 258 2 42 246 1* 54 242 963
2 Sheldon Chamberlin 74 1* 54 250 2 42 214 DNS 139 DNS 161 764

3 Mike Filipovic 84 3 37 155 3 37 170 1* 54 144 2 42 139 608

4 Fred Marriot 97 4 32 156 DNF 135 DNS 139 DNS 143 573

5 Larry Lage 10 5 29 139 5 29 133 3 37 149 4 32 149 570

6 Dan Fyfe 25 6 27 114 4 32 101 4 32 120 3 37 91 426

7 Scott McCrea 3 DNF 93 DNF 74 DNS 87 DNS 85 339

8 Steve Bellemore 92 DNS 75 DNS 81 DNS 83 DNS 75 314

9 Travis Fredborg 7 DNS 63 DNS 48 DNS 51 DNS 19 181

10 Mark Stevens 27 8 23 84 DNS 21 DNS 21 DNS 27 153

11 Craig Stieben 32 10 19 32 DNF 17 5 29 46 5 29 46 141

12 Dave Fraser 19 7 25 90 DNS 44 DNS DNS 134

13 Cam Braaten 73 DNS 21 DNS 25 DNS 25 DNS 23 94

14 Steve Kriellaars 41 DNS DNS DNS 42 DNS 42
15 Kyle Knutson 73 9 21 21 DNS DNS DNS 21

NOVICE
Freightliner Extreme

Name Dash 4 Cash    Superbike Formula Extreme Open Championship

Pos # Pos Pts Tot       Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot        Pos Pts Tot

1 Bob Arella                                79         3 37 241 3 37 253 1 50 266 2 42 238 998
2 Charlie Caldbick 28 1* 54 212 4 32 180 3 37 195 3 37 203 790

3 Ryan Wiebe 93 4 32 197 1* 54 207 2* 46 152 1* 54 160 716

4 Colin Duncan 52 5 29 151 5 29 149 4 32 159 5 29 161 620

5 Mike Beno 69 8 23 69 8 23 123 5 29 133 7 25 106 431

6 Derek Baerg 86 2 42 106 2 42 108 DNS 37 4 32 115 366

7 Jason Morell 43 10 19 109 DNS 9 21 113 9 21 117 339

8 Doug Martens 18 11 17 74 DNS 10 19 80 8 23 90 244

9 Donny Bruno 75 12 15 67 DNS 46 DNS 56 DNS 64 233

10 Francisco Alvarado 14 9 21 36 9 21 44 6 27 69 10 19 65 214

11 Bruce Anning 71 6 27 111 6 27 83 DNS DNS 194

12 Isreal Jonas 70 DNS 29 DNS 74 DNS 74 DNS 177

13 Yvan Fontaine 4 DNS 38 DNS 44 DNS 44 DNS 44 170

14 Dan DeCorby 11 DNS 50 DNS 29 DNS 17 DNS 48 144

15    Corey Robinson                         5 7 25 25 7 25 25 7 25 25 6 27 27 102

16 Sheldon Walkoski 20 DNS 19 DNS 25 DNS 23 DNS 21 88

17 Garry Murray 66 DNS DNS 25 DNS 25 DNS 50

18 Stu Schmidt 16 DNS 27 DNS DNS DNS 27

19 Wayne Koski 12 DNS DNS 8 23 23 DNS 23

20 Rick Helms 42 DNS 21 DNS DNS DNS 21
21 Greg Isaak 78 DNS DNS DNS DNS 0

600 CHAMPIONSHIP - ROUND 5
EXPERT

Freightliner 600
Name Dash 4 Cash Superbike Formula Extreme Open 600 SS Championship

Pos # Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot

1 Myron Groening                31 1* 54 270 1* 54 270 1* 54 270 1* 54 270 1* 54 270 1350
2 Larry Lage 10 2 42 210 2 42 205 2 42 210 2 42 210 3 37 180 1015

3 Travis Fredborg 7 DNS 103 DNS 74 DNS 74 DNS 74 DNS 61 386

4 Dave Fraser 19 3 37 140 DNS 74 DNS DNS 4 32 160 374

5 Mark Stevens 27 4 32 128 DNS 37 DNS 37 DNS 37 5 29 114 353

6 Craig Stieben 32 6 27 54 DNS 32 3 37 69 3 37 69 DNF 25 249

7 Sheldon Chamberlin 74 DNS DNS DNS DNS 2 42 210 210

8 James Sheppard 65 DNS DNS DNS DNS 7 25 79 79
9 Kyle Knutson 73 5 29 29 DNS DNS DNS 6 27 27 56

NOVICE
Freightliner 600

Name Dash 4 Cash Superbike Formula Extreme Open 600 SS Championship
Pos # Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot        Pos Pts Tot        Pos Pts Tot         Pos Pts Tot

1 Charlie Caldbick                28 1* 54 246 3 37 212 2 42 237 2 42 238 3 37 212 1145
2 Ryan Wiebe 93 3 37 224 1* 54 245 1* 54 179 1* 54 175 2* 46 224 1047

3 Colin Duncan 52 4 32 170 4 32 162 3 37 180 4 32 188 6 27 159 859

4 Jason Morell 43 7 27 138 DNS 6 27 145 7 25 144 5 29 131 558

5 Derek Baerg 86 2 42 113 2 42 113 DNF 42 3 37 128 1 50 161 557

6 Doug Martens 18 8 25 100 DNS 7 25 106 6 27 110 DNS 92 408

7 Bruce Anning 71 5 29 122 5 29 88 DNS DNS 4 32 152 362

8 Isreal Jonas 70 DNS 32 DNS 87 DNS 91 DNS DNS 64 274

9 Yvan Fontaine 4 DNS 46 DNS 56 DNS 56 DNS 54 DNS 46 258

10 Dan DeCorby 11 DNS 56 DNS 32 DNS 23 DNS 58 DNS 59 228

11 Sheldon Walkoski 20 DNS 25 DNS 29 DNS 29 DNS 27 DNS 25 135

12 Corey Robinson 5 6 27 27 6 27 27 4 32 32 5 29 29 DNF 115

13 Brent Muio 44 DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS 50 50

14 Wayne Koski 12 DNS DNS 5 29 29 DNS DNF 29

15 Billy Martens 22 DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS 25 25
16 Rick Helms 42 DNS 23 DNS DNS DNS DNS 23

CANADIAN THUNDER CHAMPIONSHIP - ROUND 5
EXPERT

Canadian Thunder Canadian Thunder Canadian Thunder
Name Race 1 Race 2 Championship

Pos # Pos Pts Tot            Pos Pts Tot

1 James Sheppard                      65 2 42 258 2 42 258 516
2 Kyle Knutson 73 1* 54 54 1* 54 54 108

NOVICE
Canadian Thunder            Canadian Thunder Canadian Thunder

Name Race 1 Race 2 Championship
Pos # Pos Pts Tot           Pos Pts Tot

1 Jason Morell 43 2 42 233 2 42 246 479
2 Doug Martens 18 1* 54 175 1* 54 214 389

3 Colin Dauphinais 6 3 37 170 3 37 195 365

3 Wilson High 57 131 133 264

4 Billy Martens 22 4 32 125 4 32 98 223

5 Bob Bais 48 6 27 81 5 29 135 216

6 Dave March 99 5 29 91 6 27 85 176

7 Rick Helms 42 80 50 130
9 Mark Bourbonniere 45 59 27 86

* 4 points for most laps lead
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Dodging rabbits and deer at 70 miles an hour is never
fun but somehow I managed to make it through the gauntlet that
Wyoming had to offer. Whoa slow down there Sleepr, getting
ahead of ourselves aren’t we, let me back it up a notch. The
opportunity to hit MotoGP again, even at the expense of a Gimli
race weekend was simply too good to pass up. The biggest hitch
would be whether or not my busted elbow would be healed up
enough to ride. With the doctors OK, plans came together. Luckily
for me Steve hooked me up with a friend of his selling a set of
MotoGP tickets. Thanks Barb. A quick call to Laguna’s ticket office
reserved me a camping pass in Toro Park again. Now it was just
up to me to get the bike up to snuff in time for departure on Tues
the 19th of July. With a new set of Pirelli Dragon Strada’s spooned
on, a fresh oil change, GPS wired for power and the hard luggage
mounted it was getting close to my deadline but I managed to
have everything good to go by Sunday night.

The plan was to use 3 days to cover the 3600km to
the races, spend 3 days at the track and then another 3 to make
it home. Hard riding for sure with no margin to really stop and

smell the roses so to speak, but
such is the reality of limited vacation
time. In addition to the hard pace
I was setting I planned to make use
of the ride to qualify for my Iron Butt
Association membership. If you
never heard of it, it’s simply a loose
knit organization of long distance
riders dedicated to racking up
mileage in a safe manner. They
also host a biannual Iron Butt Rally
over 11 days that most people who
even hope to win will need to ride
11000 miles in 11 days. Anyway the
minimum ride for a membership is
1000 miles/1600 km in 24 hours.
This ride is called the Saddlesore

1000/1600. The other ride I would attempt would be the Bunburner
1500/2500 which is 1500 miles /2500 km in 36 hours. The
certification process requires some planning ahead and a fair bit
of paperwork but it does make the reward worthwhile.

So Tuesday morning I was up at 5:15 am, after a
restless sleep. I never seem to sleep well the night before a good
road trip, the excitement gets to me I guess. After packing all the

last minute things and loading the
bike it was out the door a little later
than expected. I headed for my first
gas stop of the trip and my start
point for my IBA certification I was
on the road by 6:45 am. A quick rip
around the perimeter and I was
headed west on PTH 2 towards
Treeherne. The state of this
highway is deplorable by anybody's
definition but I won’t get into that
here. Expecting to find gas at the
junction of Hwy 2 and 10 I was
unpleasantly surprised to find this
not the case. As I had hit reserve

a few clicks back I was now in fuel conserve mode and got under
the paint and headed south on 10 towards Boissevain. Knowing
I would not make it on the limited fuel I had left I stopped at a local
farm to ask if the upcoming town of Minto had fuel, with relief I
received a positive response and headed down the road. Turns
out Minto was so tiny they only had one gas pump and it was
regular, so I had to unpack some of the bike to get at the octane
boost I carry for just these occasions. Not an auspicious start to
the trek but this is what makes it so damn fun! From Minto it was
a short blast to the Peace Gardens and the border crossing there.
The process was relatively pain free and I didn’t lose too much
time to the cursory inspection of my luggage contents. Thanks for
that as I have had some less than timely border crossings.

 From here it was more miles under the wheels to
Dunseith ND, for my next fuel stop. I should note here that most
of my trips I try to avoid super slab like the plague and in fact of
the total 2200 miles to Laguna, I only planned to travel 200-250
miles of interstate. Out of Dunseith I headed in a southerly direction
only to find that any time I turned west I was in a heavy crosswind
from the south. The gusts were quite fierce so I altered my route
to try to be head-on to them as much as possible. This led to fuel
stops in Garrison and Dickinson ND before turning south again
towards the Black Hills and Highway 85. The scenery really does
start to change the further south you get and my next fuel stop
was in Buffalo SD. From here it was soon into Spearfish SD and
this is where the roads get really nice. Riding Spearfish Canyon
south on 14 is always a treat and well worth the time to go and
ride. Eventually I crossed into Wyoming and made my fuel stop
at Newcastle.

At this point it was 9:30 pm at night and I knew I was
running out of light. My goal was to make it to Casper WY and
find a place to camp. So out of Newcastle I headed west on #450
towards Wright on #387 and over to I 25 into Casper. This stretch
of road was very scenic with lots of twisty bits. As the sun set
however I now had to back the pace down. The fear of forest rats
jumping out at you in any way is always a time for caution. After
rolling through Wright it is now dark. As I turn onto #387 I am
greeted by the most spectacular light show. On each side of the
highway there is set of thunderclouds that the highway manages
to thread right between. I get a very light sprinkle from the south
but nothing serious. The lightning however is a problem as it
always ruins my night vision briefly. This proves problematic
because here is where I discover the origins of the saying “f&@k
like bunnies” There are rabbits everywhere, the carcasses litter
the highway with a frequency that must be seen to be believed.
There is a bunny body every 50 feet, either in the tire track; on
the shoulder, in the opposing lane, every freakin’ where! This does
not include the ones I’m dodging or the one that gets clipped by
the bike as he runs between the wheels diagonally. Fortunately
they are tiny ones, guess they don’t make it to a ripe old age! Just
when I am getting used to the bunny shuffle and thinking at least
they won’t likely cause me to crash; the forest rats decide to join
the party! I must say the deer in Wisconsin are well trained, as
they do not bother to do more than look up at me as I pass by.
While I am happy they are less skittish than Manitoba forest rats
I still am on a razors edge of alertness, as you can’t trust one as
far as you could throw one. I am really looking forward to my

By Craig Stieben
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sleeping bag by now.
At almost 1 AM I roll into Casper to find their 3 campgrounds do not allow

you to set up tents after 10 pm. Now I’m getting grumpy and decide to push on a
little further and see if something will show up along the highway. At this point the
GPS decides it’s time to reboot because I made an
entry error earlier in the day its programming can’t
understand. There goes my route! Oh well, I know
the way anyway, just head west! So out of Casper
I go. After about an hour I’m spent and looking for
a place to crash. A truck pullout offers a place to
pullover safely and I decide the ground is looking
very inviting. So I check into the Iron Butt motel.
Removing my helmet and jacket I lie down on the
ground and catch some much-needed shuteye. After
about 2 ½ hours I’m awake again and soon on the
move. Shortly after 6 am CST I roll into Rawlins
Wyoming for another fuel stop. This also happens
to be the end point for my 1000 miles in 24 hrs
award so I take the time to get my witness forms
signed and complete the rest of the documentation
requirements. After a quick snack it’s now time to
stomach the boring part of the trip. From here it is a 250-mile burn down the interstate
to Salt Lake City. I only stop for fuel in Little America and then circle Salt Lake City
to head for Tooele UT.

Tooele is the home of Miller Motorsports Park, the newest racetrack on
the AMA Superbike tour. It also happens to be a Red Bull Energy Stop for the US
GP. The title sponsor has set up tour stops and viewing locations all around the US.
I’m one of the first to arrive and am treated to a free lunch
under the shade in the grandstands on the pit straight. I must
say Mr. Miller did not cut any corners when it comes to the
facility, it is outstanding. After lunch we are treated to the
opportunity to ride on the west track. We only get five laps
but I can understand why riders already like this place. Its fun
and rewards skill and good bike set-up. Kudos to Miller and
his event staff. By about 2 pm I’m again on the fly and now
turn south on Utah State Highway 36. Just south of Eureka
UT I pick up number 6 west which eventually finds me in Baker
NV. It is here that I certify the 1500 mile/2500km ride a little
after 6 pm. I realize I won’t make it to the next town before
my 36 hours is up so I chose to gas up and then head for
Austin NV. Austin is where I find a nice campground to set
up and after a quick meal I head back for my sleeping bag.
The ride from Baker has been exciting and scenic as it follows
highway 50, which is signed as the loneliest road in America.
I can’t say I disagree with the statement though as I see very little traffic. The last
10 miles into Austin are really cool as it switchbacks up the mountain to the little
town. I do get a big scare when the gas station owner points to the big puddle of oil
under my tires and says by bike is leaking. Turns out the oil is actually very dirty
water running off the wheels from my climb up the mountain in some misty rain. 

With an early start at 4 am PST or 6 CST I know I’ve got plenty of time
now to make it to Laguna. So down the loneliest
highway I head all the way to Carson City NV, the
ride has been exciting, scenic and quick. Over the
ton at times and all though flat deserts followed by
climbs and descents over mountain passes. In
Carson City I then head south and to the road that
I’ve been waiting for. Over the California border and
through the town of Markleeville finds me on
California State Highway 4. This road, open only
in summer climbs up to 8600 feet or so. It is incredibly
scenic, challenging, narrow and dangerous all in
one. No guardrails, steep drop offs and 180 degree
turns on 45-degree slopes make it an incredible late
morning snack. When the road finally spits me out
in Angels Camp however I am shocked in the change
of temperature. I have gone from a nice 20-degree
day to a 36-degree scorcher. After a short break
for a piece of jerky or 2 and some fuel, I’m ready
for the cooler temps of the coastal breezes. Here I
let the GPS have the lead and ignore the maps in the tank bag. It plots me the
quickest shortest route to Salinas California and the hotel where the will call is for
my camping tickets. The fact that the route is almost entirely devoid of traffic and
winds though vineyard and orange groves is just a stroke of Garmin programming
genius! Soon after a few more gas stops I have my camping tickets in hand and am

pulling into Toro Park at 4pm PST. After setting up my tent, and washing of the road
grime in the showers it is into Salinas to find a Mexican restaurant for a nice dinner.
After stuffing myself beyond full on a combination plate I head back for the tent and
my welcoming sleeping bag.

Friday morning an early rise brings the prospect of
the sound of MotoGP bikes in the practice sessions.
The schedule also calls for the AMA support classes
to practice as well. I plan to use the bulk of the day
to cruise the pits and vendor areas. There are a ton
of vendors here, selling everything motorcycle related
including shirts, leathers, ear protection, tires, helmets,
and the works. Last years GP had many complaints
about the small number of washrooms and food
vendors. This problem has been addressed, as they
are everywhere selling all manners of food. In addition
the souvenir store has been expanded into a huge
air-conditioned tent in which all manner of USGP
memorabilia can be purchased. It doesn’t take me
more than 10 minutes to spend a hundred US, and
that was severely restricting myself. Many people are
in the tent just for the AC because it’s already getting

hot out. I spend the better part of the day making my way through the vendors asking
questions and checking out the neat things. I also make my way into the MotoGP
pits where I manage to snap a few photos of the riders and some bikes on the AMA
side. I also spend some time snapping photos and movie clips of the GP practice
sessions. After heading back to the campsite and having a quick meal, I get ready
to head down to Cannery Row. The Blue Fin is the location where a party is being

hosted for Liam Shubert. Liam sold everything he had and moved
to Barcelona, he then spent four months networking his way
into the D’Antin MotoGP team as one of Alex Hoffman’s team
members. He has also been posting his adventures on his website
at .

Meeting Liam is pretty cool and he seems impressed I had
ridden all the way to the GP. His observations of life in the
paddock are insightful and funny and it was great meeting him.
On my way out of the Blue Fin I find Cannery Row absolutely
packed with bikes. It is sportbike heaven as every manner of
bike is here with some incredible mods, paintwork and custom
goodies. The street has been blocked off to automobile traffic
and the Police do an admirable job of keeping things under some
semblance of control. I head back to my tent for some much
needed rest.

Saturday morning is again an early rise and with a quick visit
to the grocery store for some lunch for the tankbag I’m soon

back at the track. The schedule includes both the Formula Extreme race and the
Superbike race so I make sure I have a great vantage point at the top of the corkscrew
to watch Eboz and Spies take the wins. Saturday ends up being hot as hell and there
are more than a few people who suffer the effects. Saturday evening after a bite to
eat I head down to downtown Monterey to catch a free screening of the new Mark
Neale movie The Doctor, The Tornado and the Kentucky Kid. It follows the weekend

of last years GP and in some ways is even better than
Faster; Mark Neale’s other MotoGP documentary.
Make a point of seeing both if you haven’t already.
After talking with the director for a short while it’s back
to Toro for another night of rest.

In the morning I try to pack as much up as I can as
I have to be out of Toro by 8 pm that night. I leave
my tent set up and everything else ready to go. Before
heading to the track I again make a visit to the grocery
store for some lunch fixings and lots of water. I purchase
3 one and a half-litre bottles of water and a bag of
ice. Stuffing the Givi’s and the tank bag with them I
head to the track. The track is already getting busy
with people when I arrive. I turn the tank bag into a
backpack and make sure to fill my camelback with
ice. This proves to be the trick on the day as the temps
climb to some very hot conditions. After doing a bit
of last minute shopping in the vendors’ area and a
visit to the GP pits I head up the hill to the shade of

a tree where I had met some Canucks the day before. My plan is to stay here under
the shade as much as possible, and move over the hill to the corkscrew when the
mood strikes me. A great idea it is as the day turns so hot the track has started
breaking up and the FIM makes the unpopular decision to hold the AMA races after
the GP to preserve the integrity of track surface for the GP. So this means much of
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the day with not a whole lot going on. It is a chance to scope out good photo locations
and to shoot the shit with my new group of friends. One of them has industrially set up
a small business giving away cold beer from his cooler for a small donation. Everyone
else figures he’ll get caught but the law never notices him.

When the green flag finally drops on the race everyone is little surprised with
the early leader Chris Vermuelen. Nicky Hayden gradually makes his way to the front
however and starts to pull away. Valentino Rossi is moving forward when he shags his
tire and has an engine failure as well. Pedrosa puts in a steady ride to gain some
valuable points as well. So Hayden goes on to take another victory at Laguna and firmly
put himself in the points lead. After hanging around to watch the other 2 AMA races I
head down to the parking lot to retrieve my bike and head back to Toro to finish packing.
After taking down the tent and loading up the bike I’m on the road by 8 pm. I want to
put some miles behind me before dark and plan to find some campsite a couple of
hours down the highway. Getting to Modesto, the home of Kenny Roberts SR, I decide
I might look for a motel. After discovering the high price however I decide to push on.
After unsuccessfully finding a campground I finally check into the iron butt motel on the
side of the road at a rest area. Morning soon finds me in Silver Springs NV after an
incredible ride on CA state highway 88. From here I retrace some of my route all the
way to Austin NV where I then turn north onto NV 305. This proves to be another
desolate but scenic ride in the valley between mountain ranges all the way to Battle
Mountain NV. Here I catch the dreaded I 80 all the way to Oasis NV. At Oasis I turn
northeast and take NV 233 into Utah where I finally stop for the night in Snowville UT.
I find a nice little campground and after stuffing my face at the local Subway I head for
a well deserved night of sleep.

Rising early at about 5:30am, I’m soon on the road, from here I follow I 84
southeast a bit until I can get off the super slab to make my way to Logan UT. Some
of the route I’m about to follow I have been on before albeit in the opposite direction
on my last bike trip this way in 99. From Logan I make my way though the mountains
pass to Garden City where I encounter a bit of construction. After enjoying the view
down to Bear Lake from the pass I head on to Montpelier ID. I am now following highway
89 north all the way to the south gate of Yellowstone National Park. 89 is a treat as it
dips and curves through the Grand Tetons. At the gate to Yellowstone I pay my $20
park entrance fee and proceed to slow the pace down. The traffic is fairly light by
Yellowstone standards but there is no need to collect souvenirs from the law. Unfortunately
on the way out to the east gate I encounter a section of road under heavy repair. They
have completely torn the road up, down to the gravel and are allowing only one-way

traffic through in some sections. At one section I am forced to wait almost 45 minutes
for the pilot vehicle to bring us through. Getting out of the park is a relief as it allows
me start making some time again.

 I am now following 14 west toward Cody WY. I arrive in Cody about 5:30
and get a bit to eat. Then I turn northeast on 14 towards Kane and the Bighorn canyon.
One thing I have learned from pouring over maps over the years is if it says “closed
in winter” a motorcycle is usually just the ticket for an enjoyable experience. State
highway 14 proved my experience correct, as it was a very scenic, twisty road through
some high mountain passes. I got up to a little shy of 10000 feet of elevation and was
very close to having to put in the liner in the jacket as I was getting a bit chilled. After
stopping near the top for a photo, it was back in the saddle for the downhill trend. After
Burgess Junction I was soon in the town of Dayton. They were having a street festival
with a free concert. I made the decision to pass the gas station and head for the next
town. Turned out to be a mistake as the next town had closed at 7 pm so they could
go to the festival. So I found myself back in Dayton at the gas station and fighting the
traffic that had come for the event. After the delay I picked up I 90 and headed north
to Hardin MT. At Hardin I cut off a loop of the interstate system and headed straight
north on 47 to Custer MT. I was now in make up some distance mode and proceeded
down I 94 till I found a rest area just before Forsyth MT. Here is where I decided it was
time to hit the Iron Butt Motel and found a nice clean slab of concrete under a shelter.
Lying down soon brought 5 hours of sleep and it was up and at it for fuel by 6 am.
Riding now into the sunrise was a bit of a pain and I was grateful for the bit of cloud
cover to deaden the light. At Glendive MT I got off the super slab onto State Highway
16. I followed 16 and the Yellowstone River all the way to Fairview where I crossed into
North Dakota on 200. Quick stops in Tioga ND and Bottineau soon found me at the
Peace Gardens where I crossed back into Canada, relatively pain free. Following my
route to the border back really made me appreciate the US highway system for the
maintenance they do. The highway was in really poor shape, but I soon made my last
fuel stop in Treeherne. I rolled up to the garage door at about 4:30 pm. Round trip total
was 7671 km according to the odometer.

Seeing a MotoGP round up close is something every fan must experience
at least once. The sound, sights and opportunity to meet like-minded people is a treat
for the senses, when you can combine it with a great ride as a bonus it just makes it
amazing. So mark next year’s dates on your calendar and get thee to a GP.

5160 Portage Ave, Headingley (3 miles west of Winnipeg on Hwy. #1)
Toll Free 1-800-665-9109
Fax: 204-832-6136   www.headingleysport.mb.ca

Laguna Seca or bust! ... con’t


