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FREE!
JUNE 2006 - Rounds 1 & 2



(70km’s north of Wpg on Hwy 8 to Gimli, then west 1.5km’s on Hwy 231)

Saturday trackdays & practice is free for spectators.

Sunday races start at 10:30am.
Cost is only $5 at the gate. Children under 12 are free!

Come on out and enjoy the exciting action
up close and personal!

Gimli Motorsport Park

2006 RACE DATES
May 13/14
May 27/28
June 17/18
July 22/23

September 9/10
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MRA Contacts:
President
Jason Morell
exec@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 735-3089

Director of Track Days
Dan Fyfe
trackdays@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 694-6715

Director of Public Relations and
Advertising
Mark Bourbonniere
promo@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 293-9393

Volunteer Contact and
Track Manager
Warren Hilton
exec@mrasuperbike.ca
(204) 832-4002

Trackside Editor
Andy Jones
trackside@mrasuperbike.ca

Trackside! is published 6 times a year
as the official magazine of the
Manitoba Roadracing Association.

Please visit our new forum at
forum.mrasuperbike.ca for all the
latest news, track information,
classified ads or just chat with the
great people in the MRA.

The MRA sincerely thanks all of
our sponsors for supporting the
sport!

We are always on the lookout for willing
volunteers. We can always find room for
people willing to help in cornerworking
and many other jobs. Cornerworking pays
a small monetary gift as well as getting
you up close to the action. If you have a
desire to help the MRA grow and enjoy
the sport why not come out and get closer
to roadracing. Just approach a member
of the executive and let them know you’d
like to help and we’ll find a job for you!
Or contact us at exec@mrasuperbike.ca
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Open track days are only $80 and are held on the Saturday of every race weekend. To reserve a track day spot for yourself you can do
the following:

l Contact Dan Fyfe at 694-6715 (trackdays@mrasuperbike.ca)
l Sign up on the MRA forum @ forum.mrasuperbike.ca
l Fill out the registration form on the back cover and mail it in.

A maximum of 25 applications will be accepted per race weekend. We will also be offering a
special two day package where you will be able to circulate between the Sunday races. Sunday
track days will require additional bike setup, such as lockwiring your drainbolt and changing your
radiator fluid to water. See the following links to help you prepare your bike for the track.

http://www.emra.ca/Tech%20Tips/Tech%20Tips.htm
http://members.tripod.com/luckystroke/trackprep.html

TRACK DAY RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. All participants in open track days must wear the approved and necessary equipment in order to participate.

2. Equipment includes an approved helmet with the minimum rating of Snell M95, riding gloves, boots at least 8 inches high, and a leather or Cordura
jacket/pants combo (with or without armour). Full leathers are recommended.

3. Mirrors must be removed.

4. All glass and plastic lenses must be taped over completely.

5. All motorcycles must have a handlebar mounted kill switch in working condition within easy reach from a normal riding position.

6. Tires must be in good condition. No tires that have been punctured and repaired are allowed.
Note: Oil filter, drain bolt, and rad cap lockwiring are strongly encouraged if you plan to participate frequently. In addition an added safety measure includes
changing coolant to distilled water. (just make sure you change back before winter hits!)

7. All riders will have a rider orientation. This will include a walk/drive around the track and orientation laps led by an experienced expert. The orientation
will include instruction on how to enter and exit the track, and flag familiarization.

8. THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NO PASSING IN THE TURNS. The rider will be given one warning and a second infraction will result in disqualification
with no refund of fees.

The MRA reserves the right to cancel open track days for any reason.

Winnipeg - Brandon - Steinbach - Winkler
1-800-663-3565      www.freightliner.mb.ca

TRACKDAY INFORMATION
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Saturday Schedule
08:00 - Registration & Tech Insp.
09:00 - Rider’s Meeting
09:30 - Track Walk
10:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
10:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
10:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
11:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
11:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
11:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
12:00 - Lunch
13:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
13:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
13:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
14:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
14:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
14:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
15:00 - Open Practice (Racers)
15:20 - Trackday Session Group 1
15:40 - Trackday Session Group 2
16:00 - Track Clean Up

Sunday Schedule
08:00 - Registration & Tech Insp.
09:00 - Rider's Meeting
09:15 - Open Practice
09:40 - Trackday Session #1
10:05 - Open Practice
10:25 - Sportsman # 1
10:50 - Canadian Thunder # 1
11:10 - Lunch (50 mins.)
12:10 - 10 Min. Tire Scrub In
12:20 - Dash for Cash
12:45 - Sportsman #2
13:05 - 600 Super Sport
13:30 - Trackday Session #2
13:50 - Superbike
14:15 - Canadian Thunder #2
14:35 - Break
15:00 - Freightliner Formula Extreme
15:25 - Trackday Session #3
15:45 - Open
16:10 - Track Clean Up
16:30 - Trophy Presentation



Well, once again I apologize for a delay in the May Issue of
Trackside. Since Round 1 & 2 were so close together this
year we waited to gather everything we needed for this issue
and after about 6 hours of late night work my main file
became corrupt and my application could no longer recognize
the file!@?# I was not a happy camper since I was basically
done (14 pages!!).

Well, since then I have been swamped at work and haven’t
been able to find time to redo this issue, so sorry if this issue
looks weak or thin, I hope you all understand. Thanks to all
who have sent me pictures and data needed to complete this
issue.

May was an bizarre month as far as the weather goes. Round
1 it rained right up until Saturday morning as everyone
arrived, then luckily it held up and dried up enough that we
had a great day. Not to many trackday riders so we eventually
put everyone in one group to speed up the day, but not cut
back on the track time, to try and beat the rain as it looked
like it wanted to rain again. Sunday was about the same, but
you can read about that more in the race report from James
Sheppard on page 6.

Round 2 was basically a repeat of Round 1 as far as Saturday
goes, but Sunday was cut short due to extremely high winds
and rain. Sadly there was a  serious crash that took place.
Cam Braaten highsided coming out of turn 4 and after he
landed Travis Fredborg accidently ran into him, using his
body as a jump! :) I am sure this look neat, but unfortunately
both were seriously injured. Cam ended up in the Health
Science Center for 12 days with a broken hip/pelvis (one
side is crushed and the other was folded?). He also had a
golf ball size hole in his bladder which had to be stapled
closed, shortly after this he was stabilized. Travis got checked
out by the ambulance but went home on his own, but soon
after arriving back in Winnipeg checked himself into the

hospital as he was in quite some pain when the adrenaline
wore off! :) He had torn up the muscles in his lower back,
but with some drugs should come out of it ok. Better than
his bike by the sounds of it!

On June 9th Peter Ens personally flew Cam, him mom &
sister back to Regina in an Air Ambulance. I believe he’ll be
in the Regina hospital a little longer before going home. He
has a special wheelchair for now until he can get around on
cruches. He has an external fixator on his hips for about
another 6 weeks which will be awkward but he’s in great
spirits and is going to try and come back for Round 5 to see
everyone! Rumor has it his sister will be attending track days
to! Cam, we’re all wishing you a speedy recovery!

Travis is doing well, healing slowly. I think the pain in his gut
regarding the accident hurts more than his back as I know
he’s taking the accident really personal and feels quite guilty.
Don’t worry Travis! That’s racing, everyone knows that when
you sign up. Could of happened to anyone. Get well soon!

Good luck in Round 3 everyone and put one knee down the
night before praying for some good weather! :)

For all the latest news keep an eye on our website & forum
(forum.mrasuperbike.ca). Feel free to drop me a line,
good or bad, on anything relating to the MRA. We’d love to
hear from you. If you would like to write an article or have
something published in Trackside! send us an email.

Trackdays are becoming very popular and we are meeting
full capacity virtually every weekend. Please fill out the
registration form on the back page of this  issue and send
it in asap to ensure your position at the next trackday event.

Please visit our sponsors and support them whenever you
can. The MRA wouldn’t exist if it was not for their generous
support!

See you at the track!
Andy Jones

Trackside Editor
trackside@mrasuperbike.ca
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FROM THE EDITOR.. . By Andy Jones



The MRA would like to extend our thanks to Maxy’s Leather for their sponsorship and support during the 2006 Race season.

Maxy’s Leather has had a long history serving Winnipeg for more than 32 years. Dale is currently the 3rd owner/operator

having taken over 5 yrs ago. Her motto is very simple “offer quality services and 100% Canadian products”.

Maxy’s currently offers Canadian and European leather fashions. Her selection is non-specific and covers pretty much anything

made with leather.

Leather services offered include:

-  Custom design work

-  Repairs of all kinds

-  Alterations

-  Re-dying

-  Button/zipper repairs

-  Old leather restoration

-  Cleaning leather, suede and fur

The MRA executives use Maxy’s services exclusively for repairs. Our experience with them has been nothing short of amazing.

All repairs to our race suites have been done very fast and the repair is as good or even better than what came from the factory.

In one instance, Maxy’s even delivered the repaired suite to one of our executive’s homes. The repair job was triple stitched

and sealed. The leather used was even a better grade than what the suite was made out of.

This type of attention to detail and “above and beyond” service is why the MRA deals with Maxy’s Leather exclusively. Dale

is one of the nicest shop owners we have had the pleasure of dealing with and her interest in sport bike racing in Manitoba

has become an addiction after watching her first race last season. I hope that her support for the sport will continue to grow

because the sport certainly loves Maxy’s leather.
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Round 1 Sponsor Profile
hg
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The action on Sunday got started right around 11:00 am with
the opening race of the newly named Canadian Thunder
class. The class contained 8 bikes on the grid -- the most seen
in quite some time. Nice to see this category as the true entry
level/old farts class. Rico and I were trying to figure out the
average age of the riders, but ran out of fingers and toes
between us to count that high. When the flag fell, it was Mark
BourBonniere with the holeshot, ahead of MRA prez Jason
Morell, Bob Bais and James Sheppard. Three laps later,

Morell and Sheppard had pulled by BourBonniere, and Doug
Martens on his new Ninja 650 was pressing for fourth. By
lap 6, Sheppard passed Morell for the overall lead, with Bais
in third, and Martens in fourth overall. At the flag, it was
Sheppard coming home first (in Expert), and Morell the Novice
winner, with Bais and Martens rounding out the podium. Fourth
was BourBonniere, with Billy Martens, Rick Helms, and
Wilson High rounding out the finishers. Best guess is that
Martens the elder is the first Canadian to put the new Ninja
650 on a podium.

The next race of the day was Dash for Cash. Myron Groening
appeared to have the holeshot at the front of the experts, but
across the line for lap one, it was Sheldon Chamberlain with
the lead, with Groening close behind, followed by Dan Fyfe,
Fred Marriot, Mike Filipovic, Larry Lage, and new expert
Scott McCrea. The lead was swapped during lap three, as
Groening took over. By now the top two riders had a small
gap on the rest of the field of experts. Lap 7 saw McCrea take
5th from Filipovic. Further back in the field, a battle was raging
between Cam Braaten and Steve Bellemare, with Bellemare
pulling alongside Braaten out of turn 9 on to the front straight.
On the final lap Groening cracked off a 1:00 minute lap to
take the victory, followed by Chamberlain, Fyfe, Marriot,
McCrea, Filipovic, and Lage. The novice class was won by
Bobby Arella, with Charlie Caldbick and Ryan Weibe also
on the box in second and third, respectively.

After the Sportsman riders took to the track, the 600ss class
was gridded. It was the Myron Groening show during this
race. After nailing the start, Groening started to gap his closest
pursuers at an alarming rate. From my vantage on the hot
pit, best guesstimates saw a 3 second, then 6 second, 9
second, and then an amazing (confirmed with a stopwatch)
12 second lead established by lap 7 over pursuer Chamberlain.
Lage held firm in third, with another gap to the racers in

positions 4th to 6th. Amongst the other competitors, a good
scrap was developing between Jason Morell and former novice
champ Craig Steiben. The two would swap positions
throughout the race, and in subsequent races throughout the
afternoon. As well, Dan Decorby’s 748 was a close match to
the Japanese machine of #52, Colin Duncan. In the end, it
was Groening, Chamberlain, and Lage making an all -- Kawasaki
expert podium, and Ryan Wiebe leading the novices home
over Bruce Anning and Duncan. A good day for the green
bikes in 600!

In the second Canadian Thunder race, Morell was once again
the winner in novice, with Bais and Martens rounding out the
top 3. Wilson High got his TZ back up to speed, coming home
4th ahead of Billy Martens, BourBonniere, and Helms. Sheppard
was the lone competitor in the expert class, and finished 3rd
on track, losing touch with the SV650’s of Bais and Morell.

The feature Freightliner Formula Extreme race was gridded
after the afternoon break. Once again, it was Groening with
the win in expert, but a indication of things to come saw Fyfe
come across the line in second, and Marriot 3rd. The novice
class was won by Bobby Arella, over Charlie Caldbick and
Ryan Wiebe.

The last race of the day was Open. An amazing race throughout,
it saw Dan Fyfe take his first expert win on his R1, over
Groening and Chamberlain. Filipovic was beginning to come
to grips with his new ZX10, bringing it home in 4th overall.
The novice class was won by Bobby Arella, with Charlie Caldbick
taking home another 2nd place, and Ryan Weibe coming across
in 3rd. Colin Duncan, Mike Beno, Morell, Decorby, and Yvan
Fontaine rounded out the novice racers.

Overall, it was an excellent day of racing. My apologies for
any mistakes I may have made -- this article is being based
on notes scrawled quickly as bikes went by, along with results
posted by the MRA. On top of that, I had my own races to
worry about, so some race reports are a bit thin… priorities
I guess. I have a few “awards” to mention…

The “Save of the Day” goes to Jason Morell in the Open race.
Anytime you scare the corner workers more than yourself,
you must be a tad out of shape. Considering he spends a lot
of time with an expatriate Brit, his grass-track racing skills
are not surprising.

The “Dominator” award goes to Myron Groening. A 12-second
lead in 7 laps is stunning.

The “MacGyver” award goes to Wilson High, and his Thunder
competitors. Together, they fixed his expansion chamber with
a coffee tin, exhaust gasket paste, and hose clamps. We’re
still not sure if he will actually fix it, or just leave it as is.
Perhaps he should dyno the TZ first…

And finally, the “Breakout” award goes to Dynamite Dan
Fyfe. Once you get your first win, the rest are soon to follow…

Written by James Sheppard

Photo by Vince Richter

Photo by Vince Richter

Photo by Vince Richter

www.members.shaw.ca/fogfoc

www.members.shaw.ca/fogfoc

www.members.shaw.ca/fogfoc
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Dash Freight Extreme
Pos Name # Pos for Cash Pos Superbike Pos Liner FX Pos Open Championship

Dash Freight Extreme
Pos Name # Pos for Cash Pos Superbike Pos Liner FX Pos Open Championship

Dash Freight 600
Pos Name # Pos for Cash Pos Superbike Pos Liner FX Pos Open Pos 600 SS Championship

Dash Freight 600
Pos Name # Pos for Cash Pos Superbike Pos Liner FX Pos Open Pos 600 SS Championship

Pos Name # Pos Lightweight 1 Pos Lightweight 2 Championship

Pos Name # Pos Lightweight 1 Pos Lightweight 2 Championship



RACER PROFILES
Expert Racer

Sheldon Chamberlin #74
Novice Racer

James Sheppard #65
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City/State :  Raymore, SK

Occupation :  Business Owner

Age :  31

Marital Status :  Single

Experience Level :  Expert

Track Bike/Street Ride :

Track: 04-ZX6R, 06-ZX10R

Street: GSXR1000

What made you start Riding? :

What Kid does not want to ride?

Years Riding :  28

Are you sponsored? :  Yes, Kawasaki Canada, Reed Leisure,

RMR suspension and West Central Sales Inc.

Races Entered :  600, superbike, open ,dash for cash & FFX

Hobbies/Special Interests :  Racing, real estate, investments

Favorite Music :  Hard Rock

What CD would we find in your Car Stereo? :

Godsmack, Linkin Park, Tommy Lee

Favorite Food :  Steak

Favorite Restaurant :  Quiznos

The last good movie you've seen was :  Dukes of Hazzard

Name someone who is a great influence to you :  My Father

In a few words; how would you describe yourself? :

Basically all or nothing attitude:  2nd SUCKS!

On a Friday night you would most likely find yourself doing this :  Working

City/State :  Manitoba

Occupation :  High School Principal

Age :  34

Marital Status :  Married, no kids

Experience Level :  Novice

Track Bike/Street Ride :  Ducati 900ss (race) KTM450 hybrid (street

project)

What made you start Riding? :  Trackday back in 1997

Years Riding :  9 years

Are you sponsored? :  some help from Transcanada Motorsports in

Brandon

Races Entered :  Novice Lightweight (and maybe 600ss)

Hobbies/Special Interests :  Welding/Fabricating motorcycle frames

Favorite Music :  Top 40 stuff

What CD would we find in  your Car Stereo? :  U2, Lenny Kravitz, Old Stuff

Favorite Food :  Pizza or Breakfast

Favorite Restaurant :  Remington’s in Brandon

The last good movie you've seen was :  Munich

Name someone who is a great influence to you :  my Dad

In a few words; how would you describe yourself? :  A person who doesn’t

 take himself too seriously.

On a Friday night you would most likely find yourself doing this :  Either

watching a movie with my wife Kate, or working on one of the bikes

in the garage.  Man, that’s as pathetic as it sounds.

Other : No picture provided as I have a face for radio.

AJ - no problem James! I found one! ;)



Mobile Motorcycle Dyno Service
Dealer Open Houses l Motorcycle Shows

Special Events l Private Testing
Contact for location, pricing or to book an appointment

(204) 223-2267   rtd@shaw.ca
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With the start of the race season upon the MRA I thought I’d try to
bring everyone up to speed on the AMA, WSBK and MotoGP happenings before
the action gets too intense. As this hits Trackside, WSBK has already started
and MotoGP is not too far behind. So let’s jump right in!

Having watched the opening round already of WSBK, we look to be
in for a really good show. There has been a fair bit of rider movement and the
Pirelli spec tires seem to have made a big leap forward, this bodes well for the
lap times and we will see Canadian Superbike going to spec Pirelli tires this
year too. Probably some of the biggest news to hit WSBK this year is the return
of working class and 2001 champ Troy Bayliss to the factory Zerox Ducati squad
on the 999. This puts 04 champ Toseland on the outside looking in. Front runner
and crazy Frenchman Regis Laconi also ends up off the factory team for hard
charging Lorenzo Lanzi. Look for Bayliss to mix it up hard core with the number
one Troy Corser on the Alstare Corona Suzuki. Lanzi should get a few more
wins after his maiden victory last year. The other rider on the Corona Suzuki is
Japanese wild man Yukio Kagayama, good friends with Nitro Nori Haga, he has
a similar attitude. Good thing they’re friends although that may be strained now
after Haga tucked the front on the last lap in race one of the season in an attempt
to pass Kagayama for the win. Watch for fireworks all season from these two.

 Fabien Foret makes the jump to Superbike from Supersport after
Suzuki pulled the WSS effort and he had already signed with Alstare. Hopefully
Foret can stop looking behind him and focus on the front!  Haga returns with
2001 World Supersport champ Andrew Pitt as a teammate on the Yamaha Motor
Italia team. They look to have the bike well sorted and jumped out to early leads
in the first weekend of the season. This looks like a good season for either to
make a strong run for the championship. The factory effort from Honda consists
of Karl Muggeridge on the Ten Kate CBR. James Toseland lands in the saddle
replacing the departed Chris Vermuelen (see MotoGP report). Toseland looks
to be a strong contender with the first win of the season and he has an axe to
grind as he feels some have been on his back. Look for some of that gritty Brit
determination from James. Ten Kate has a great team and they build a fast bike.
They have a good shot as well after finishing 2nd last year. The factory Kawasaki
team is run by the PSG team and they are in green this year instead of that puke
yellow. Chris “the stalker” Walker returns along with ex factory duck rider Regis
Laconi and Fonzi Nieto. Look for some wins later in the season as they sort the
new for 06 ZX10R. Ageless fan favorite Frankie Chili returns for another year on
a CBR 1000. It’s always fun to watch Frankie. Some of the other big MotoGP
names to make the move to WSBK are Brazilian Alex Barros on the Klaffi Honda
and Rueben “Crash” Xaus on the Sterilgarda Ducati. Expect both to challenge
for wins as well. I haven’t covered everyone here but these will be some of the
names you see at the front this year, it really does look to be a barn burner of
a season coming up. The level of competition has really stepped up as well as
the factory involvement.

Moving on to MotoGP, there has been a youth movement going on.
About time, some of these guys don’t deserve the rides they’ve had. Alex Barros,
Troy Bayliss and Rueben Xaus have moved on to WSBK as mentioned above,
Max Biaggi is without a ride except as a spectator in any series. I won’t get into
details about all the politics of it but suffice to say he has burned just about
every bridge there is when it comes to his situation. I can’t say I’m completely
unhappy about Mad Max’s departure. I have never liked the so called Roman
Emperor.

Max’s fellow Italian Valentino Rossi defends his title again on the
factory Yamaha along with Colin Edwards, the bikes will now carry Camel
sponsorship after Gauloises and Yamaha had a lawsuit pending parting of ways.
With the departure of Biaggi the full factory effort of the Repsol Honda is now
in the hands of Nicky  Hayden and new arrival to MotoGP, Dani Pedrosa, having
won the 03 125 championship and 04 and 05 250 championships big things are
expected of the little guy. The big question of course is can he string together
the endurance to handle the race distance on the bigger bike, he has demonstrated
very good lap times in testing but often only 5 or 6 laps together. The factory
Suzuki team now in Rizla colors keeps John Hopkins as Kenny Roberts Jr. loses
his ride to new signing Chris Vermuelen. Suzuki might make some strides
forward this year with both these guys if they put the package together. Certainly
expect some hard riding from both. Ducati keeps Loris Capirossi and hands
Carlos Checa his walking papers, for perennial runner up the last few years Sete
Gibernau. Sete seems very happy with his new team and with the Bridgestone’s
improving every time out expect to see some wins from both. The Kawasaki’s
are now the only “unsponsored” factory bikes in the paddock with Shinya
Nakano returning and Alex Hoffman being replaced by former 250 rider Randy
De Puniet. The bike has shown more speed in testing than last year’s bike;
hopefully the riders can put it on the box more this year.

With Team Roberts losing KTM as a engine supplier last year, King
Kenny made a deal with Honda to supply engines, his son Jr. ends up with the
ride vacated by Shane Byrne.  Getting away from the “factory” teams we see
Marco Melandri with new sponsorship from Fortuna and new teammate Toni
Elias. Melandri was runner up last year to Rossi and expect him to run at the
front, Elias is a charger and may benefit from the switch to Honda from Yamaha.
The other Ducati team under the D’Antin banner now fields Alex Hoffman and
Jose Luis Cardoso. Carlos Checa and James Ellison land in the Tech 3 Yamaha
team sponsored by and running Dunlop’s. Checa has been fast at the last test
so we’ll what’s left in his tank. Makoto Tamada returns on the Minolta Honda
now back on Bridgestone’s and new 250 arrival Casey Stoner is on the LCR
Honda team run by Lucio Ceccinello. With all the young blood in the series it
should prove to be a very interesting season. The big question is can anyone
step up and put in a solid challenge at the supremacy of Rossi.

Moving on to AMA, we have another exciting season coming up. There
have been some changes in the AMA itself with the resignation of Scott
Hollingsworth and the changes at board level as well. We’ll see how these
changes affect the series. Getting to the riders we have returning champ Mat
Mladin, Aaron Yates, and Ben Spies returning to Suzuki. All 3 will race Superbike
and Spies will race Supersport with Yates defending his Superstock title. The
Jordan Suzuki team drops Montez Stewart and Jake Holden lands on the team
with Steve Rapp and Jason Pridmore. Moving on to Ducati we see the return of
Ben Bostrom to the AMA in the seat vacated by his brother Eric. Of course Neil
Hodgson returns as well, we should see some excellent rides by both Neil and
BBoz. Eric Bostrom moves over to Yamaha who will not contest Superbike but
will race Superstock and Formula Extreme. Eric teams with Jamie Hacking and
Jason DiSalvo, he’ll race both in Superstock, as Hacking contests Supersport
and DiSalvo does Formula Extreme as well. Most people are very upset with
Yamaha’s non involvement in Superbike and I know as an Eboz fan I’m crushed
a guy who won 3 Superbike races last year isn’t racing against the big boys.
This brings up an interesting point as the reason Eric asked out of his contract
with Kawasaki before was because they were pulling out of Superbike. I hope
Yamaha is throwing tons of cash at him and a promise of a 07 Superbike ride.
This makes the irony of Kawasaki’s return to Superbike all the more interesting.
Rumor has it was at the prospect of losing Roger Lee Hayden that swayed
Kawasaki back into the class. Rog wanted a Superbike ride and he and brother
Tommy get one on the all new ZX10R. Tommy will focus on Superbike with a
one off ride at Daytona in Supersport while Rog races Superbike and defends
Kawasaki’s 2 straight Supersport titles won by Tommy.

Honda returns with Miguel Duhamel and Jake Zemke and an updated
CBR, they will concentrate on Superbike rides with one off Formula Extreme
rides in the Daytona 200. Hope you watched it! In other support team moves
Erion Honda picks up Aaron Gobert and Josh Hayes to contest Formula Extreme
and Superstock. Attack Kawasaki keeps Ben Attard and adds Damon Buckmaster
to contest the same classes. Graves Yamaha will also add young gun Josh
Herrin in Supersport when he turns 16. There is a new track on the schedule as
well when they go to Miller Motorsports Park near Salt Lake City, Utah. Mid Ohio
also gets a second round and Eric Bostrom loses his favorite track with Pikes
Peak being sold to some crazy Nascar interests.

2006 looks to be an exciting year for motorcycle race fans, set your
VCR’s and get some beers in the fridge!
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Written by James Sheppard
There’s an old saying that the Gimli faithful know; “If you don’t like the
weather, wait 5 minutes”.  Stolen from the Neufies for sure, but appropriate
for our racetrack.  The proximity to the lake usually leads to some varied
weather, but it always seems short-lived, whatever it is doing.  Such was
the case for Round 2; however, the weather did change, but only from bad
to worse.

For this round, I decided to audio tape-record the numbers of racers as they
passed each lap, rather than try to scrawl things down on a piece of paper.
 I think this is the way to go, as I’m writing this without having any “official”
results in front of me.  My apologies if the finishing spots are not 100%
accurate; the official results are the most important, of course, so if I screwed
up, just ignore what I have to say below.

After a wet and cool Sunday morning, racing got underway with Canadian
Thunder Race #1.  After a red-flagged start, the group gridded up again.
The race soon became a test of wills, throttle, and tire choice.  After getting
a jump on the group, yours truly began a steady march back through the
field.  I’m gonna blame my tires; pretty feeble, yes, but they are not called
Michelin “hi-sides” for nothing.  The track was slippery throughout, and
from my perspective, big props to the guys up front who were actually
battling, rather than simply trying to keep it on two wheels.  The SV650s of
Colin Dauphinais and Jason Morell led for a time, until the Kawasaki’s
Martens Sr. and Jr. began to press for the front.  Both Brandon riders had
either rain tires or fully cut DOTs mounted, and were benefiting from the
added grip.  As well, Wilson High got a slow start on his 125, but also had
rains.  He made an impressive dash through the pack, eventually finishing
third.  Doug Martens ended up one step away from the top of the box with
his Ninja 650, while Dauphinais prevailed overall.  Thankfully, everyone
kept it upright in the dodgy conditions.

Race two was the Dash for Cash.  A few guys had mounted or left on slicks
that morning.  The rain had stopped, and the track was slowly drying, but
cool temps were still a factor.  As you likely have read or heard, a nasty
crash on lap one sent two competitors to hospital, and put a damper on the
day.  A complete re-start was staged, and after lap 1, Sheldon Chamberlain
had the lead over Myron Groening, Scott McCrea, Steve Bellemore, and
Dan Fyfe.  From the outset, the novices were led by Ryan Weibe, followed
by Charlie Caldbrick and Colin Duncan.  Over the course of the next several
laps, Fyfe began to press for the front, taking 3rd place on lap two, and the
overall lead by lap 7.  At the wire, it was Fyfe over Chamberlain and Groening,
with the margin of victory a scant 3 seconds.  Ryan Weibe, according to my
notes, was the winner in the Novice category.

While all of this was happening on the track, spectators and racers were
keeping a close eye on the weather.  The wind died down prior to the 600ss
race, but the sky was 3 shades of grey, with a bit of black thrown in.  I was
busy snapping pics of the cloud formations for my Geography class, as some
pre-tornadic super cells were beginning to form.  No funnel clouds appeared,
but the little “bubbles” at the base of a cloud are indicators of pretty scary
weather.  Check out the website for some incredible shots of two weather
fronts meeting right over the track.

For the first time in Gimli history,  the 600ss grid was ready to go after the
first call to grid; I think we all wanted to get the race run before whatever
weather was coming set in.  Unfortunately, it was not to be.  One and a half
laps were enough for me to cry uncle; out of turn 5, a bit of wheelie action
saw me and the Ducati blown across the track.  Up front, the race leaders
had also thrown in the towel; pylons in turn one had rolled onto the race
surface and a 20 gallon oil drum had tipped and was rolling into the path
of oncoming bikes.  Luckily there was no further carnage.  Sensing the
deluge, many racers rode the machines off the track and straight under the
concession to avoid the potential hailstorm.  The mini-monsoon hit, and
with the medical delay, the Executive decided to postpone events and
reschedule them for the next race weekend.

All in all, a very bizarre day.  Best wishes to the injured racers, and here’s
looking forward to an intense, but hopefully warmer Round 2 (Saturday)
and 3 (Sunday).

Round 2 results/points will be posted in the next issue after they are completed.

www.jtphoto.ca

Photos by Jeff TenHave
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I’m guilty of it and I’m sure most of
us are. You know what I’m talking about, the
occasional hooligan type wheelie or stoppie.
Part of the fun of riding sport bikes is the
ability to play with the physics of horsepower
and lightweight. Over the years however my
appreciation for a wheelie has decreased. This
is a direct result of the overwhelming number
of squids doing them in city traffic and for
the pure showoff factor. Our image within the
motorcycle community has taken a beating
not to say the negative image it has generated
in the public’s mind of a bunch of crazy
whacko's with a death wish. Unfortunately
there are a high number of extreme type videos
out there encouraging this sort of behavior in
traffic and for audiences on the street.

While I appreciate the skill and balance
required to perform these stunts I have to
wonder how many claims on our insurance
get made due to stunting. I’m sure no one is
explaining to MPI they were pulling a 150-
km/hr wheelie when it happened. More likely
the story is a deer jumped out at them. So
here is the crux of the matter. Stunter’s in
these videos are not under a public insurance
system, in many cases they only take liability

coverage and eat the cost of fixing their bikes
themselves; hence the dominance of fur
covered abominations. In Manitoba however,
you, your friend and I pay for this behavior.
Guess what, I’m sick of it! The number of
friends unable to ride due to the costs of
insurance increases every year and sport
bikers are one of the biggest causes of the
increases.

In my involvement with the CMMG I
have seen the numbers of accident claims,
they are ridiculously high for sport bikes.
About 75% of these have been single vehicle
accidents meaning they are often preventable,
in addition to the high costs of replacing
plastic and the like; the bodily injury costs
are enormous. Imagine what a 50% reduction
in the number of accidents could do to reduce
the costs of insuring our bikes.
 So it is about time we as a sport bike
community start calling out this behavior for
what it is, harmful to both our long-term
health and enjoyment. The next time a buddy
pulls a big mono in traffic, instead of telling
him how cool it was, call him down on it, he
might be the reason your not riding next year.

Sleeper’s Soap Box by Craig Stieben

Expert racer #25, Dan Fyfe, showing off his new birthday
1/2 helmet ... yes those are PINK flames!!

Little Jeremy Rand from
Capitol Motosports sporting the
latest in cool hoodies.......
and haircuts!
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One of the reasons I'm so stoked about jet kits is because they remove 95 percent of the
guesswork. Be that as it may, even the best kits require some fine-tuning. Essentially a jetting
problem can always be reduced to one of two choices: Is it lean or is it rich?

To determine if the bike is lean (to little fuel for the amount of air reaching the engine through
the carburetor) at any given throttle opening, partially cover the air-filter intake with a piece
of duct tape; if the carburetion improves, it's running lean. If you suspect the bike is running
rich (too much fuel in the air-fuel mixture)), remove the airbox top or the air cleaner element;
if the changes are for the better, the bike was running too rich.

If your bike is equipped with a manual fuel shut-off (or you're clever enough to disconnect
and plug the fuel lines), take the bike for a ride with the fuel turned off. If it runs worse as the
float bowl drains, it's lean. If it gets better, it's rich.

Troubleshooting

A lean condition is the end result of too little fuel and too much air. Slightly lean conditions
create drivability problems. Worst-case scenario: Lean conditions can and do destroy engines.
Holes in the pistons, burnt valves and trashed main bearings are the direct result of lean
mixtures.

Rich mixtures are the end result of too much fuel and too little air. Rich mixtures waste fuel,
contribute to carbon buildup and pollute the air.

Typical Lean Conditions:

- Poor acceleration; the engine feels flat.

- The engine won't respond when the throttle is snapped open, but it picks up speed as the
throttle is closed. (A too-large main jet also mimics this symptom.)

- The engine runs hot, knocks, pings and overheats.

- The engine surges or hunts when cruising at part-throttle.

- Popping or spitting through the carb occurs when the throttle is opened. Or popping and
spitting occurs through the pipe on deceleration with a closed throttle.

- The engine runs better in warm weather, worse in cool.

- Performance gets worse when the air filter is removed.

Typical Rich Conditions

- Engine acceleration is flat and uneven and loses that "crisp" feel.

- The engine "eight-strokes" as it loads up and skips combustion cycles.

- The engine's idle is rough or lumpy, and the engine won't return to idle without
"blipping" the throttle.

- The throttle needs to be open continuously to maintain acceleration.

- Black, sooty plugs, a sooty exhaust pipe and black smoke from the tailpipe
that stinks of unburned fuel.

- Poor fuel economy.

- The engine works better when cold. Performance falls off as it warms up or
the ambient temperature rises.

- Engine performance improves when the air cleaner is removed.

Is it Lean or Rich?

The plastic used to make motorcycle windshields is not as
scratch-resistant as the glass windshield on your car, and as
a result you can not treat it the same way. If you let it get
scratched it will soon become hazy, especially when riding
into the sun or oncoming headlights.

If you want to make your motorcycle's windshield sparkle,
don't use paper (since it will only scratch the plastic) and don't
use those gas station squeegies. Apply warm water and a mild
dishwashing liquid with a soft cloth to soak your shield before
wiping, and avoid glass-cleansing agents such as Windex, or
petroleum-based chemicals such as Rain-X and Armor All --
the solvent action of the alcohol in these products can be
harmful to some shields. To remove scratches, break out yet
another soft clean cloth together with a fine grade buffing
compound; hand buffing is recommended for most screens.

To help prevent bugs from sticking to your windshield, use a
polish containing wax (but consult the shield manufacturer's
recommendations before applying anything). If you simply try
to remove a bug that's stuck to your windshield, it will smear
if wet or may scratch if it has dried and hardened.

The best way to relocate your insect collection off your
windshield is to lay a clean, very wet towel with plenty of nap
on the bug-splattered side of the windshield for a couple of
minutes. Let the water soak and soften up the offending insect
carcasses. Once the water has softened them up, the bugs
and their juices can be wiped away easily, using the same wet
towel, without scratching the plastic. Be sure you don't use
any kind of paper towel, as it will cut into plastic. Follow up
your wet wipe with an application of your favorite cleaner-
polish. We're partial to Pledge because it's inexpensive, fills
small scratches and its basic solvent does a good job of
unsticking bug entrails.

When not in use, most windshields can be protected by sliding
an old cotton T-shirt over them.

TECH TIPS
source:  http://motorcyclecruiser.com/tech

Motorcycle Windsheild
Care & Cleaning



2006 MRA Trackday Registration Form

Select your trackday:

May 13th q        May 27th q        June 17th q       July 22nd q       Sept 9th q
Name (please print): ____________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

________________________________________ Postal Code: _________

Phone #:  ___________________  Work/Cell #: ______________________

First time attending a Trackday with the MRA?        YES q           NO q

If NO, when was the last time you participated in any MRA event?

Date: _______________  Event: ___________________________

What is your Motorcycling Experience? How long have you been riding?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Motorcycle you’ll be using:  Year: ____   Brand: _______  Model: _______________

Do you have any medical conditions that the MRA should be aware of, that could affect
the safety of yourself or other participants during this event? And in case of an emergency,
please indicate, if any, a medical condition the emergency personnel should be aware of.

Explain: ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Name of contact person at event: __________________________________________

In case of emergency contact (name & #): ___________________________________

By signing below you accept the Manitoba Roadracing Association, Instructors, Corner workers, or anyone involved with the MRA
will not be held liable for any bodily harm to yourself or damage to your motorcycle, which may occur during this event.

Participants Signature: ______________________________________
If under 18 years of age, must be signed by legal parent or guardian

Cheque should be made out to “MRA” and sent to 80 Ravenhill Road, WPG, MB, R2K 3K5.

q To guarantee a spot for Trackday all forms and payment must be postmarked 10 days before the event.
q All fees are final 10 days before the event. All other refunds are subject to MRA Directors approval.
q Only 25 spots are available for trackday so register today!
q Riders may still register at the track on Saturday morning but once the 25 spots are full trackday registration will be closed.

Trackday fee $80.00. Yearly MRA membership fee $10 for trackday and $20 for Racers.

MRA Executive: _____________________________________

Orientation Required:  YES q      NO q                    Trackday Fee: $80.00

Amount Paid: $________  Cash q    Cheque q           Instructor: __________________
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